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AMENDMENTfS^ TO THF CLAJMS 
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or 
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12. (Previously Presented) A device for the direct or indirect application of liquid « 
viscous coating medium onto a moving application surface, in the direct application the 
application surface is a surface of a material web, in the indirect application the application 
^isasurfeceofatransfer element, i^U^tea^m*.***.**** 
the material web, said application surface including a direction of travel, said device comprising: 
an applicator; and 

a weakening device located prior to said applicator as viewed in the direction of travel, 
said weakening device for weakening a boundary layer of air carried along by the application 
surface, said weakening device including: 

a blowing device located prior to said applicator as viewed in the direction of 
ixavel, arid blowing device producing an air flow in an opposite direction to the direction of 
travel; and 

a suction device being located prior to said blowing device as viewed in the 
direction of travel, said ^^v^^^^^^^^ 
part of said boundary layer of air; and 

a condoning device teing located prior to said weakening device as viewed in .he 
direction of travel «d conditioning device essentially remove, a plutatity of npp^os. layet, 
of said boundary layer of air. 
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that extends in a transverse direction to the application surface. 

14. (Original) The device of claim 12, wherein said conditioning device is located at a 
distance of between approximately 3 mm and 10 mm from the application surface. 
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